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Abstract

This thesis aimed to 1) study the prevalence of the Guan Yu deity narratives in
contemporary media and 2) analyze the factors of the prevalence of the Guan Yu deity
narratives in contemporary Thai society. The data of Guan Yu narratives were collected
from the internet including 25 articles and 25 video clips during 2024 - 2025 by using
the narrative framework and popular culture.

The study’s result has been found that the Guan Yu narratives from the internet
are widely prevalent and sorted into 5 forms as; 1) the narrative about background
and appearance of Guan Yu deity, 2) the narratives about beliefs of Guan Yu deity, 3)
the narratives about Guan Yu worshipping rituals, 40 the narratives about Guan Yu
shrines, and 5) the narratives about Guan Yu amulets. These narratives not only spread
the story of Guan Yu to public but also create and confirm the sacredness of Guan Yu
through the experiences of believers who pledge, perform rituals and purchase the
amulets. The narratives of Guan Yu deity in the contemporary media dynamically exist.
The Prevalence of Guan Yu narratives occurred from 5 important factors as; 1) the
migration of oversea Chinese to Thailand, 2) the need of spiritual anchor, 3) the
expression of Thai-Chinese people’s identity, 4) the amulet business, and 5) the
modern communication technology. These factors have been blended and happened
gradually through a hundred of year.

Guan Yu is the symbol of spiritual connotation which connects and represents
and root of Thai-Chinese people as being seen from most of the Guan Yu shrines are
settled as the center of the Chinese communities, riding horses or mediums and ritual
performers are Thai-Chinese. Rituals are related to Chinese cultural roots. Nowadays,

Guan Yu has become one of the deities in contemporary Thai cultural system.

Keyword: Prevalence, Narrative, Guan Yu, Contemporary media
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