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ABSTRACT

This research aims to: 1) study the transmission of solo performance for the
Khong Wong Yai, focusing on a case study of Namwa Romphothong, and 2) develop a
teaching manual for the piece Nok Khamin Sam Chan (Three-Level Oriole) as performed
by Namwa Romphothong. A qualitative approach was employed, considering four
educational components: teacher, learner, content, and teaching context. Data
collection involved document analysis and in-depth interviews, and data were
analyzed through interpretive and inductive reasoning.

The research results found that:

1.Master Namwa Romphothong is a renowned Thai classical music teacher
specializing in the Khong Wong Yai. He was traditionally trained through oral
transmission by various masters. His pedagogical approach emphasizes individualized
instruction, or Tor Mue (hand-to-hand teaching), where the teacher observes and
adapts to the learner’s ability. He uses analogies and metaphors to stimulate analytical
thinking rather than rote memorization, leading learners toward genuine understanding.
Emphasis is placed on repeated practice to build mastery, particularly in essential
performance techniques such as the eight distinct gong stroke styles: Ta, Tid, Teed,
Ting, Naud, Nub, Nuet, and Nong.

2. The research also produced an instructional manual for the solo performance

of Nok Khamin Sam Chan as interpreted by Master Namwa. This manual is intended



for learners with an intermediate to advanced level of Thai music proficiency (level 6
or above, according to the 12-tier Thai music proficiency standard). It contains essential

teaching content and exercises to support the study and performance of the piece in

line with Master Namwa's stylistic interpretation.

Keywords: Thai music transmission, Khong Wong Yai solo performance,

Nok Khamin Sam Chan, Master Namwa Romphothong
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